
Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Fifth Grade 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 

Nine Mile Falls School District 
Nine Mile Falls, WA 

Adapted from National PTA 
resources 



Common Core Standards for Fifth Grade 

 

 

 

Fifth grade is a milestone 
and a pivot point for stu-
dents. The classroom focus 
on arithmetic during the ele-
mentary grades will develop 

into a more formal study of algebra in middle 
school. To be ready for algebra, students 
must have an understanding of fractional 
arithmetic, in part because even simple 
equations cannot be solved without fractions. 
Because of this, whole-number arithmetic 
comes mostly to a close in 5th grade, while 
multiplying and dividing fractions becomes a 
major focus. Your child will be: 

■ Adding and subtracting fractions with un-
like denominators (e.g., 21⁄4 – 11⁄3), and 
solving word problems of this kind 

■ Multiplying fractions; dividing fractions in 
simple cases; and solving related word prob-
lems (e.g., finding the area of a rectangle 
with fractional side lengths; determining how 
many 1⁄3-cup servings are in 2 cups of rai-
sins; determining the size of a share if 9 
people share a 50-pound sack of rice equally 
or if 3 people share 1⁄2 pound of chocolate 
equally) 

■ Generalizing the place-value system to 
include decimals, and calculating with deci-
mals to the hundredths place (two places 
after the decimal) 

■ Multiplying whole numbers quickly and 
accurately, for example 1,638 × 753, and 
dividing whole numbers in simple cases, 
such as dividing 6,971 by 63 

■ Understanding the concept of volume, and 
solving word problems that involve volume 

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

In 5th grade, your child will read widely and deeply 
from a range of high-quality, increasingly challeng-
ing fiction and nonfiction from diverse cultures and 
time periods. Building knowledge about subjects 
through research projects and responding analyti-
cally to literary and informational sources will be 
key to your child’s continuing success. Your child 
will write stories or essays that are several para-
graphs long. By devoting significant time and effort 
to producing numerous written pieces over short 
and extended timeframes throughout the year, he 
or she also will gain control over many conventions 
of grammar, usage, and punctuation as well as 
learn ways to make himself or 
herself understood.  Your child 
will be: 

■ Summarizing the key details of 
stories, dramas, poems, and non-
fiction materials 

■ Identifying and judging evi-
dence that supports particular ideas in an author’s 
argument to change a reader’s point of view 

■ Writing opinions that offer reasoned arguments 
and provide facts and examples that are logically 
grouped to support the writer’s point of view 

■ Writing stories, real or imaginary, that unfold 
naturally and developing the plot with dialogue, 
description, and effective pacing of the action 

■ Reporting on a topic or presenting an opinion with 
his or her own words and a logical sequence of ide-
as 

■ Building knowledge of academic words with an 
emphasis on those that signal a contrast in ideas or 
logical relationships, such as on the other hand, 
similarly, and therefore 

■ Producing writing on the computer 

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


